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of Hiranyagupta."   When she had said this she blew out
the light, and the merchant, like the others, on the pretext
of a bath, was anointed by the handmaids for a long time
with lamp-black.   Then they told him to go, for the dark-
ness was over, and at the close of the night they took him by
the neck and pushed him out of the door sorely against his
will.  Then he made the best of his way home, with only
the piece of rag to cover his nakedness, and smeared with
the black dye, with the  dogs biting him  at every step,
thoroughly ashamed of himself,  and  at   last reached his
own house; and when he got there he did not dare to look
his slaves in the face while they were washing off that black
dye.    The path  of vice is indeed a painful one.   In the
early morning Upakosa,  accompanied  by her handmaids,
went, without informing her parents, to the palace of King
Nanda, and there she herself stated to the king that the
merchant Hiranyagupta was endeavouring to deprive her
of money deposited with him by her husband.   The king,
in order to inquire into the matter, immediately had the
merchant summoned, who said : " I have nothing in my
keeping belonging to this lady."   UpakoSa then said:  "I
have witnesses, my lord;   before he went, my husband put
the household gods into a box, and this merchant with his
own lips admitted the deposit in their presence.   Let the
box be brought here and ask the gods yourself."   Having
heard this, the king in astonishment ordered the box to be
brought.

Thereupon in a moment that trunk was carried in by
many men. Then UpakoSa said: " Relate truly, O gods,
what that merchant said, and then go to your own houses ;
if you do not, I will burn you or open the box in court."
Hearing that, the men in the box, beside themselves with
fear, said : " It is true, the merchant admitted the deposit
in our presence." Then the merchant, being utterly con-
founded, confessed all his guilt; but the king, being unable
to restrain his curiosity, after asking permission of Upakosa,
opened the chest there in court by breaking the fastening,
and those three inen were dragged out, looking like three
lumps of solid darkness, and were with difficulty recognised